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Benzene Awareness Policy
Purpose
To establish an OSHA-compliant policy that informs employees about benzene hazards, exposure limits, and control measures to ensure workplace safety.

Scope
This program applies to all employees who may be exposed to benzene during work activities, including maintenance, operations, and emergency response.

Regulatory References
· OSHA Benzene Standard: 29 CFR 1910.1028
· NIOSH REL: 0.1 ppm (TWA), 1 ppm (STEL)
· OSHA PEL: 1 ppm (8-hour TWA), 5 ppm (15-min STEL)
· ACGIH TLV (2024): 0.02 ppm (TWA), STEL eliminated; Skin notation

Hazard Identification
Benzene is a colorless, highly flammable liquid with a sweet odor. It is used in chemical manufacturing and poses risks of inhalation exposure, fire, and explosion.

Health Effects
· Acute: Drowsiness, dizziness, headaches, unconsciousness
· Chronic: Bone marrow suppression, leukemia, other blood disorders

Exposure Limits
	Agency
	Limit

	OSHA PEL
	1 ppm (8-hr TWA)

	OSHA STEL
	5 ppm (15-min)

	NIOSH REL
	0.1 ppm

	ACGIH TLV
	0.02 ppm


Control Measures
· Engineering: Ventilation, closed systems
· Administrative: Restricted access, job rotation
· PPE: Respirators, gloves, protective clothing

Emergency Procedures
· Evacuate area immediately
· Notify supervisor and safety officer
· Use spill kits and wear PPE
· Follow fire response plan

Training Requirements
· Initial and annual refresher training
· Topics: Hazard recognition, PPE use, emergency response
· Documentation of training completion

Medical Surveillance
Required for employees exposed above the action level (0.5 ppm) for 30+ days/year. Includes baseline and annual exams per OSHA Appendix C.
Recordkeeping
Maintain exposure monitoring data, training records, and medical surveillance documentation as required by OSHA.



Disclaimer
This template is for informational purposes only and does not replace official OSHA standards or company-specific policies.
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